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eral fruit-jars by boiling for fifteen minutes; do not use antiseptics; dig down under the surface of the suspected feed and pack the containers tightly with the fodder; seal firmly, using ordinary preserving rubbers, and send to a state agricultural college for a laboratory examination.
Symptoms of forage poisoning
Botulinus or forage poisoning does not occur immediately after the contaminated feed is eaten. It usually takes three to seven days before an animal becomes ill, so that the feed eaten the day before the sickness appeared might not be at fault, unless it was being fed continuously.
The first symptom noticed may be weakness, which might further develop until the horse staggers. The eyesight is impaired and there may be some difficulty in swallowing food or water. The temperature may remain normal or even below. Later, the appetite disappears and paralysis increases until the animal falls to the ground. The pulse and breathing are faster than usual and there may be periods of delirium shown by violent struggling. In some cases death may occur at any time, from six to twelve days, but in very severe attacks an animal may die in a much shorter time.
Treatment
There is no entirely successful method of treatment. Serums and anti-toxins have been used but they have not been wholly satisfactory. Their use is suggested, but the results are not always to be depended on.
As prevention, silage, good or bad, should not be fed. The digestive system of the horse is not adapted to this kind of fodder and almost any other forage is better. If it must be fed, only clean silage should be used. Even though its cleanness is not a guarantee that it is safe, it is an added precaution. The damaged portions of the hay or silage should be discarded, keeping in mind that though the molds themselves probably do not harm live-stock, they make it